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This Insane 984-Foot Explorer Gigayacht Has a Giant ‘Science
Sphere’ for Research
With enough space for 160 scientists, the vessel also features 22 state-of-the-art
laboratories for oceanic research.

Explorer vessels typically feature some sort of research laboratory, but apparently,
the word typical isn’t in Iddes Yachts‘ vocabulary. The international design firm,
led by naval architect Iván Salas Jefferson, has unveiled a bold new concept that is
less like an expedition vessel and more like a seafaring alien ship from the future.

The striking behemoth has been dubbed Earth 300‚ with a stated mission to carry
out research expeditions in order to “confront earth’s greatest challenges,”
according to Jefferson. Featuring naval architecture by NED, it spans an insane
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984 feet—300 meters, hence the suffix—which makes it even longer than RMS
Titanic (883 feet). The majority of that real estate has been dedicated to scientific
equipment and tech straight from Silicon Valley.
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In fact, Earth 300 has no less than 22 state-of-the-art laboratories. The vessel’s
pièce-de-résistance, though, is the jaw-dropping “science sphere” that resides on
the aft deck. Iddes says the jet-black globe houses a “science city”—presumably a
vast area dedicated to oceanic research. Aside from its lofty ambitions, it also
happens to look dead cool.

phere holds a “science city” where vital research can be carried out.  

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvfgoExSKH5HdKQZ8Srkn4fsuTzx8CWZ2acOiy4TnN2UPP95FTcHWZWONAydfsATzt_vAKgnmVPvd9k-gmzJLJzc6wUKyHM0bdmVes7IGK1nHnw2bIBuSAffyr5fykWxMEGt5K6wnO-H5YnAL_8-hE9e9kWKC_s3Q0ntWh_3iJuYP1ifNNIOxfNnTtbN1NTVLC1Nd87RCNBFZ31znlw-B6PTKgajm4no2nWZMiGA9PRFri2tu5uTJKo9RNRr7SufCx51PkyfKJf1mpRQzD9Jzw83D4U5j9i5ehGptOYwJkaUPCDtZFb8Jeyu7QVXJaEc9T_MTMbJFcCQwol-pdqeQaI4cGBneLnyH7H4pNJHAMklfFOUlHrXrZ6ZfJJ-XmmD1WdVUQCDPfx6cuinjpL7SrGjW9tvj6qaynGbUGkAM_5YO2RNeKLDHdKL8K_13nHN9_YD-Pq1uM11p-DjKWV_Uv9-HMso-rIBH4FldnTUmJE87vI2ehveitP276EttFVqIwBqcI1oP8dym33Xe4Svs29_LkxyvryFF3TB4XJiTMTvG7jgAs6NNuSLuOg0ebck3jo1LDLF-YTK0oAxa6-mfuUaAYcYf13khMr-8CIW955rM_Bl6hmUK7DdUqMw1eXqpZnCN4HwoyV8GtyuifujoexAAFlxKvUWeahSOlOxabsXEGMsfOakauH3EVaoKnvPZmHlSCkL2sFSivy9SrxyTcOyvdpAcrICYrgWj2QyUMV-bEnty30aXSk0n0aM0vVXm86EKOhrDG0OABHPg0uGg-jGyJQNmmlx_XcuCLnDp0VNTOerk_xtsLci-IKn-O0sJ3bdl0X5X7BaKaR-fp0kBTkC-t51qclt25GXP0zTykuJY_a6TzfWJ-2C8Jh7ZBpADRdImXChE2fqlSV5rWEn-PjMyHREOXkL2WedPA7X75eIrnwiMjGFMVFk-zLP9NWwusUSvAK5RZPiS2SshRlLAe2A7tBRb4pIXJvsT74IG6xzoUefdNY8DJJa1VbOGwQCG8h3qtm2Ld67gmLhvirc1VfQWwsvFrO4YcRfMmZZAjwqTJLfE9kSjVMCfKbwijwy_nTWeLUsWftFrZiPm6Vp937VbkeH7KU_Pf3hqUUMZ_o7F6HPp81hY5Qihejk9zUgMSt2VB55QlsRKYJpGO5360AqlmIk3x3&sai=AMfl-YSu2mYmWUwcwhxPvDfa-ox4PuySMF3c8JpsqBLgCLzKb8LFhWNIN4AJomh1ESwVpPiSWDof7LCzteO85aeA8HG0jpf2BQ5v0cIuS7bFUEqRtYAlwBJY4uY7SZ_tdoNOglhEAqNH3cwcJHtYOhjSK3yhL3BeTNSVHvjpr7wtKOPYXKXXz2_QxeLoeXb5N_9ZddksVnuUhbkZMbq9hnKN1l7UDdd9lVLHJBH3vx2UQguIgYCGZdZdJTCmapepUA4XalHSH3uBHilyGlAKcaOPLOIQhDN0jYy09KyPhxx3KgMgd3_f1zY4rCvQ28RWfBrxgAjTcQIhxRAzQ5s6rCG3gSYNHtp69JrD9BajNO9qSGoLhtqMp0Nvo9Kj1V8D7hnvKgKA9A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDh9wzOn5qLm&urlfix=1&adurl=https://business.linkedin.com/marketing-solutions/cx/20/06/do-business-on-linkedin%3Futm_source%3DDisplay%26utm_medium%3DCPM%26utm_content%3D133965665%26utm_term%3D245466204%26veh%3DLMS_DV360_22570770_133965665_245466204%26src%3Dgo-dp%26trk%3Dsem_lms_gaw%26mcid%3D6612427885674319947%26camid%3D22570770%26asid%3D441977866%26crid%3D133965665%26ends%3D1%26dclid%3D%25edclid!


4/19/2021 This Epic 984-Foot Explorer Yacht Comes With a Giant ‘Science Sphere’ – Robb Report

https://robbreport.com/motors/marine/explorer-yacht-longer-than-titanic-sports-science-sphere-1234606332/ 3/14

As you might expect, the vessel also incorporates the latest in robotics and AI
technology, along with a fleet of advanced underwater vessels to help with deep-
sea studies.

“We wanted to create a design that would inspire,” Jefferson said in a statement.
“When one looked at the sphere, we wanted them to be inspired to protect Earth.
When one would walk into the sphere, now housing the science city, and felt the
action of all the ongoing scientific works, we wanted them to be inspired to become
an alchemist of global solutions.”

Beyond the striking science orb, the vessel also has a standout observation deck
located forward of the vessel. It will offer seafarers unparalleled views of the
surrounding environment when a break from research is required. The foredeck,
meanwhile, sports a helideck for a chopper that can support further exploration by
air while providing transport to and from the vessel when needed.
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bservation deck located atop the front end of the Earth 300 gives scientists a respite with stunning views. 
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As for who will actually stay aboard this floating research mecca, well, it has the
capacity to hold more than 400 people. The accommodation can sleep a total of
160 scientists, 20 experts-in-residence, 20 students, 40 VIP guests and some 165
crew.

“The ship will introduce features found on cruise, expedition, research and luxury
yachts, but she will be none of them,” the CEO of Earth 300, Aaron Olivera, said in
a statement.

oredeck sports a helipad for a chopper that can transport scientists to land for more research when needed. 
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As you would expect from vessel charged with studying the ocean, Earth 300 is
designed for emissions-free sailing. The vessel will reportedly be powered by
nuclear tech known as molten salt reactors (MSRs). These mini-nukes are said to
provide sustainable, clean energy and may be cheaper than other types of
propulsion. Research on MSRs stalled in the 1970s, though the power source has
made something of a comeback in recent years. In fact, Danish startup Seaborg
Technologies recently secured $24 million for maritime reactor development.

So, when can we expect Earth 300 to start actually traversing the Earth? The
preliminary vessel design and naval engineering are now complete, and the project
has gained a number of partners, including IBM, RINA, Triton Submarines and
EYOS Expeditions. Iddes anticipates Earth 300 will launch in 2025, which gives
just enough time to recruit the crew.
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